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Physical Features

Copper Canyon: large group of canyons located in
northwestern Mexico includes Basaseachic Falls,
Mexico's second-highest waterfall

Chihuahuan Desert: second largest desert in
North America

Lacandon Jungle: largest montane rainforest in
North America




image8.png
Landmarks

: P 4
Chichen Itza: Mayan ruins “%

located on the Yucatén Peninsula. o 3

Once one of the largest Maya cities g
and now one of the most visited
archeological locations in Mexico.

Teotihuacan: established in
approximately 100 BC. It was the
Aztec capital until it was conquered
by Spain in 1521. Ruins of this
beautiful city can still be seen in
present day Mexico City.
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Climate
Mexico’s climate varies greatly depending on location.

- The Tropic of Cancer divides the country into temperate and tropical zones.
+ The area north of the Tropic of Cancer experiences a more varied
dimate including colder temperatures in the winter.
+ The area south of the Tropic of Cancer is hot and humid and
experiences only small changes in temperature.

+ Mexico also has dry and wet seasons.
+ Wet Season: May-October
+ Dry Season: November-April
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Culture

Spanish is the most spoken language in Mexico.

Mexico hosts the largest number of Native American language speakers in
North America.

The largest religion in Mexico is the Roman Catholic religion.

Football is the most popular team sport in Mexico.
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Mexican Food

« Mole: a general name for a variety of different sauces used in Mexican
cooking.

- Comn is a very important staple in Mexican food. It is used in a multitude of
Mexican dishes but most commonly in the form of tortillas.

- Popular Mexican cuisine includes tacos, enchiladas, elote (sweetcorn),
guacamole, and tamales.
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Holidays & Celebrations

Cinco do Mai: A school holiday but not a national holiday
+ May 5th

On May 5, 1862, there was a major Mexican military victory at the Battle of
Puebla against the French army.

This is still celebrated today in Puebla, the site of an unlikely victory

Celebrated with fiestas (parties) and celebrations similar to those of July 4%
in the United States, where food such as tacos and enchiladas are shared.
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Holidays & Celebrations

Diez y Seis: Mexico's Official Independence Day
- September 16%

- On September 16, 1810, Father Miguel Hidalgo
began a revolt against the Spanish rule.

+ Cry of Dolores: first spoken by Hidalgo in the town of Dolores,
it is considered to be the war cry of the Mexican War of Independence.

- Celebrated with fiestas (parties) and celebrations similar to those of July 4%
in the United States.
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Holidays & Celebration

Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead):
- November 1% — 21 each year.

- Atime to remember and celebrate loved ones who have passed away.

+ Altars are created and decorated with favourite items and food of the
deceased as a way to entice them to return.

- Sugar Skulls: one of the most well-known Day of the Dead decorations.
These little decorations are typically made from granulated white sugar and
decorated with bright patterns.

- Calaca: these skeletons are a very popular Day of the Dead tradition. They
are often adorned with marigold and foliage and are meant to be joyful
rather than scary.
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Would you like to travel to Mexico?
Why or why not?

e
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Cinco de Mayo

Cinco de Mayo means the "Fifth of May” in Spanish.
Cinco de Mayo is a celebration of the Mexican
victory of the Battle of Pucbla.

It is not a celebration of Mexican Independence Day
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% Battle of Puehla
I

+ Mexico was in debt to many countries.

« France invaded Mexico to demand repayment of the debt.

* When France invaded Puebla, the Mexican Army pushed back, and won
the battle

+ No one expected Mexico to win!

&
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Mexico's Victory

* Mexico won the Battle of Puebla but lost the war against the French.
* Winning the battle was so exciting that people still celebrate the victory

today,

QY
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Celebrations

%\m,

« Itis a town holiday, not a Mexican national holiday
« It is mainly celebrated by Mexican Americans.

|| + The city of Puebla still celebrates Cinco de Mayo.
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U.S. Celebrations 1

* Several states in the United
States used to be part of Mexico

* When those states joined the <%
Union, they continued
celebrating Cinco de Mayo.

* Many US. citizens and Mexicans
alike celebrate Cinco de Mayo
today!
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+ Many cities with large Hispanic
populations celebrate the day.

+ Countries all over the world celebrate
Cinco de Mayo.

* Los Angeles, California hosts the world’s
largest Cinco de Mayo celebration.
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Honouring Cinco de Mayo

* You can celebrate Cinco de Mayo by making traditional Mexican foods I
like tacos and salsa!

You can listen to a Mariachi Band!

You can try practicing your Spanish Language skills!
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Why is celebrating Cinco de Mayo important?

+ There are many reasons why celebrating Cinco de Mayo
is important. Some of which are:

« It is a celebration of Mexican resilience and strength.

« It is important to remember Mexican history and culture.
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Cinco de Mayo

Cinco de Mayo!

=B

Cinco de Mayo means 5th of May in Spanish and it is also the
anniversary of a battle that took place between the Mexicans and
the French in 1862. It is a national holiday in Mexico and is mainly
observed in the state capital of Puebla. Cinco de Mayo is also
becoming a popular holiday in the United States to celebrate
Mexican culture.

Historical Background
Cinco de Mayo means 5th of May in Spanish

It s the anniversary of a battie that took place between the
Mexicans and the French in 1862

Mexico had many rich natural resources and gold, which made
them vuinerable to other nations that wanted to take advantage of
these riches
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Cinco de Mayo

% The batlle is known as the Batle of Puebla. This victory aiso marks
a tuming point in Mexican national pride. A small, poorly ammed
group of about 4,500 men were able to stop the invasion of a
well-equipped French army that had about 6,500 or even 8,000
soldiers. Their success helped Mexican peaple feel very happy and
helped create a feeling of national unty While Cinco de Mayo is a
national holiday in Mexico, it s mainly observed in the state capital
of Puebla. However, in the United States, it is becoming a popular
holiday to celebrate Mexican cuture
On May 9 1862, Mexican President Benito Judrez deciared a
national holiday called The Battle of Puebla Day or Batte of Cinco
de Mayo. However, it is no longer considered a national holiday
today.

Cinco de Mayo Traditions and Celebrations.

% The largest Cinco de Mayo event in the world is held in Los Angeles,
California, where more than 600,000 people celebrate with music
and food. The whole event is called Festival de Fiesta Broadway.
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Cinco de Mayo

In 1933, US President Franklin Roosevelt created the “Good
Neighbor Policy" enabling good diplomatic relations with Latin
American countries. However, it was only in the 1970s and ‘80s
when Cinco de Mayo became a popular event in the U.S.

In 2005, under the
administration of George

W. Bush, Cinco de Mayo

became recognized as a

national holiday to be

celebrated in the US

because of its historical

significance.

According 1o Forbes,

Americans eat 81 milion

tons of avocados during President George W. Bush with Mariachi
Cinco de Mayo. singers.

‘Two ofher big festival are held far from Mexico, in Denver, Colorado,
and St Pauls, Minnesota, but they draw hundreds of thousands of
participants The Cinco de Mayo festival in Chandier, Arizona, is
known for ts Chihuahuas! There are Chihuahua parades, races and
pageants. Al the end, a King and Queen of the Chihuahuas are
crowned.

Tradiional Mexican foods such as tacos, burrtos and enchiladas
are served

‘The Cinco de Mayo celebrations that take piace aiso highiight the
traditional dances, dress, and decorations of Mexico.

Aside from the U.S and Mexico, it s also celebrated in Australa
Japan, South Afrca, and Canada. In Vancouver, people hold an
‘annual skydiving festival called the Cinco de Mayo Boogie as part of
celebrating Mexican culture.
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Clnco de Mayo Word search

Can you find the following terms in the grid
below?
Cinco de Mayo - México - Puebla - Spanish -
French - Tacos - Burritos - Enchiladas - United

States - Chihuahuas
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Can you locate these cities
on the map of Mexico?
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Plan a Cinco de Mayo Party!

Every year, Cinco de Mayo is held on May 5th to celebrate Mexico's victory over the French at the
Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862. This year, you are in charge of planning the celebration! Use the
planning tables below to plan a party for your family and friends.

A few things to keep in mind before you get started:

* Your budget is $125. You may not go over this budget.

« You can invite no less than 11 people and no more than 15.

Paper goods
Ttem Item Cost Amount Needed Total Cost
Plates $4.48 for 10 plates
Napkins $2.19 for 50 napkins
Cups $2.37 for 12 cups
" $3.29 for 10 sets
Silverware Set (1 set Pf:r person)
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Food

Item Item Cost Amount Needed Total Cost
$2.00 per bag
Bag of tortilla chips
serves 5 people
$2.68 per 24 ounces
Jar of salsa
serves 4 people
Tortillas $1.58 for 10 tortillas
$4.99 per 1lb
Ground beef
serves 4 people
$0.98 per packet
Taco seasoning (1 packet for each
Ib of meat)
w Page 10f 2
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$2.99 per 8oz

Shredded cheese serves 10 people
$0.99 per head
Head of lettuce
serves 12 people
Tomatoes $0.99 per tomato 1
tomato serves 3 people
Desserts
Item Item Cost Amount Needed Total Cost
$25.99 per cake serves
Cake 8-10 medium pieces or
15 small pieces
Drinks
Item Item Cost Amount Needed Total Cost
$3.98 per package of
Bottled iter
e 20 water bottles
Bottl 4 $5.60 per package

of 6 bottles
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Decorations

Item Item Cost Amount Needed Total Cost
Pifiata $14.00 per pifiata
. $3.50 per bag
Candy for pifiata of 35 pi
Sombreros $3.99 per sombrero
$1.79 per roll
Streamers of 80 feet
$1.99 per package of
Balloons 10 balloons

The total cost of my party is $.

I have change from my budget.

w Page 2 of 2 visit binkLcom
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Aerial photographs

Victoria Place
Shopping Centre
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In this activity, we are going to learn how to read aerial
photographs and identify features on them using a map of the
same area.

1 List features that you can see in the aerial photograph.

2 List features that you cannot see in the aerial photograph.

3 Thisis alarge building. What is it called?

L Suggest an activity that you can do in this building?

5 Whatis the name of the road marked on the map?

6 What are the objects marked here?

T Whatis this long red object?

8 Whatis the name of the road marked on the map?

5326!00“9"!
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Homework

Identify features on Aerial photos

An aerial photograph of Hyde Park, London

What do you think these long white lines in the park are?

What do you think is in the centre of this square?

What sport can you play here?

Thereis a long shadow here? What do you think can create it?

What do you think this is in the middle of the lake?

There is a shape with round edges here? What do you think it is?

QSIZW
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Now have a look at this aerial photograph below.

Here is part of the same aerial photograph. Have a close look at what you can
see.

List ten things that you think you can see in this photograph.

N ——— 1
T evoo— = - .. 2
8 3
9 b
10 5

€ 3D Geography
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Diego Rivera Collaborative Mural

Before beginning this project, take some time to teach about Diego Rivera. He was a Mexican artist
who often painted huge murals. He studied art in Mexico and Europe. He painted murals that celebrate
Mexican culture and history, the struggles of the working class, and the interactions of nature and
rising technology.

You will need:

Diego Rivera printed mural
Marker or pencil
8 x 8 sized blank paper

Coloring utensils
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Instructions:

1. Choose a Diego Rivera mural and print a picture of it. Draw a grid of squares on the
printed painting. Label the back of the pieces in number order. Cut the printed mural on
the lines.

2. Label the 8 x 8 squares with the same numbers that are on the back of the cut pieces of
the mural.

3. Give each student one small grid piece and the matching 8 x 8 piece of paper. For exam-
ple, the student with a 2 on the back of the grid, should also have a 2 on the back of the
8 x 8 paper.

4. Each student should try to recreate their grid piece on their piece of paper.

5. When each 8 x 8 piece is complete, tape the pieces together usindlhe numbers on the
back as a guide.

6. The completed product will be a collaborative mural!
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Mexico City

Mexico ity s he densely populated, high-attude, and captal cm of
Mexico. Mexico City is known for its Templo Mayor - a 13th-century
Aztec temple, the baroque Catedral Metropolitana de México of the
Spanish conquistadors, and the Palacio Nacional, which houses
historic murals by Diego Rivera. Al of these are located in and around
the Plaza de la Constitucion, the massive main square also known as
the Zécalo.

DESCRIPTION
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Mexico in Nahuatl languages: México. In Spanish: Ciudad de
México, of in full Ciudad de México Distrito Federal.

Mexico City s the most populous city on the North American
continent.

Itis one of the most important cultural and financial centres in the
Americas.

Mexico's capital is both the oldest capital city in the Americas and
one of two founded by Native Americans,
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Mexico City Facts

In 1325, the city was originally buitt on an island of Lake
Texcoco by the Aztecs as Tenochtitan, which was almost
completely destroyed in the 1521 siege of Tenochtitian, and
subsequently redesigned and rebuilt In accordance with the
Spanish urban standards

The municipality of Mexico City was established in 1524, known
as México Tenochtiian

AS of 1585, it was officially known as Ciudad de México or
Mexico City

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

Mexico City is situated in the tropical zone and lies at an alttude
017,240 feet (2,230 m) above sea level, a high alttude that
largely determines the climate of Mexico Ciy. The city
experiences hot summers and mild winters with an annual
average temperature of 64°F (18°C). It has very small seasonal
changes

HISTORY: AZTEC PERIOD
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Aztec period- It is thought that the Aztecs set out from Aztian, in
the 12th century CE and arrived in the Valley of Mexico by the
early 14th century where they met a second group made up of
nomadic hunter-gatherers, the Mexica

Aztec-Mexica depended on gathering, hunting, and fishing to
complement their staple diet of com (maize), beans, squash, and
chill peppers from the chinampas. The old Mexica city which is
referred to as Tenochtitian was builtin 1325 on an isiand in the
center of the inland lake system of the Valley of Mexico
According to legend, the Mexicas' principal god, Hutziiopochti,
indicated the site where they were to build their home by
presenting a golden eagle perched on a prickly pear devouring a
rattiesnake.
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Mexico City

Between 1325 and 1521, Tenochtitian grew in size and strength,
eventually dominating the other city-states around Lake Texcoco
and in the Valley of Mexico. When the Spaniards armived, the
Aztec Empire had reached much of Mesoamerica, touching both
the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean.

PANISH CONQUEST

Spanish conquest - Spanish explorer Hernan Cortés arrived in
Tenochtitian on 8 November 1519 with the aid of many of the
other native peoples. They marched along the causeway leading
nto the city from Iztapalapa. Moctezuma I, the city's ruler,
greeted and believed that the Spaniard was (or was related to)
the god Quetzalcdatl, whose return had been prophesied.
Moclezuma sent gifis to the Spanish, hoping they would depart

and spare his city

After enjoying the king's hospitalty for several weeks, Cortés
suddenly ordered that the emperor be placed under house
arrest, intending to use him to gain leverage with the Aztecs.

In 1520, Cortés and his troops conquered the Teotinuacan. The
Spanish then built Mexico City on the ruins of the once great city.

Tha oy vas th lce ofTecchitan, e s captal —_ KDRCINGETCOM
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Mexico City Facts

During the 16th and 17th centuries, the caste system prevailed
in Mexico City, separating the population into complex ethnic
divisions including the Mestizos, Criollos, and Coyotes

‘The Catholic Church had great influence in the city, and religious
orders like the Franciscans, Marists, and Jestuits established
convents and missions throughout Mexico.

Polltical power remained in the hands of the Spaniards born in
Spain, but by the 18th century, the Criollo class (descendants of
the Spanish who were bor in the Americas) had grown in
number and social power. The struggle for recognition and favor
among the various classes drew atiention to the country’s
political corruption and helped spark the independence
movement.

Acatholic priest named Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla made the first
public cry for rebellion in Dolores, in 1810. Parishioners who
came to hear mass on Sunday, September 16, 1810, instead
heard a call to arms

Sparked by the energy of the grassroots rebellion, militant
revolutionary armies quickly formed under the leadership of men
like Guadalupe Victoria and Vicente Guerteroboth

The War of Independence lasted 11 years. In 1821, the last
Viceroy of New Spain, Juan O'Donoju, signed the Plan of Iguala,
Wwhich granted Mexico independence

s cfigie g y oste ot e e Crarn
e Do i, Giale a0 of me musaon osnetToon
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Mexico’s History Timeline

1500-400 BC: Mexico's first major civilization, the Olmecs, emerge.

AAD 300-900: Classic Period: Teotihuacan and Mayan
civilizations thrive.

1325-1428: The Aztecs migrate to Mexico's central valley and gradually
establish as the most powerful force in central Mexico.

1517: The first Europeans visit Mexico.

1519-1521: Hernan Cortés arrives with troops and conquers Mexico. The
Aztec capital of Tenochtitian is destroyed. Mexico City is rebuilt on the
remains.

1521-1820: Mexico is under Spanish rule and is included in the
Viceroyalty of New Spain.
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Mexico City Facts

HISTORY: RECENT MEXICO CITY

In 1993, it was officially declared that Mexico City and the Distrito
Federal were a single enty.

In 1846, Mexico City was invaded by the United States during the
Mexican-American War. Mexico was forced to cede a wide swath
of ts northern territory to the United States under the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo.

French took control of the country when Britain and Spain
withdrew ther forces. Maximiliano de Hamburgo arrived in 1864
to rule Mexico but he soon lost Mexican support and was
assassinated on June 19, 1867

On November 29, 1876, Porfirio

Diaz appointed himself president

Diaz maintained power for the next

36 years through violence, election
fraud and repression, even

‘assassination, of his ODPONENtS.  Canrsusetrany o e Ewopean
On November 20 of that year, SRTIOT apones o s Sy o
Francisco Madero issued the Plan  fpasree "

portn Oz secons rom g

de San Luis Potosi, which declared the Diaz regime illegal and
initiated a revolution against the president.

Forces led by Francisco Villa, Emiiano Zapata and Venustiano
Carranza supported Madero's bid for the presidency, and Diaz
reluctantly agreed to step aside in 1911

Mexico City and the rest of the country ushered in a period of
stabilty that lasted until 2000
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Mexico City Facts

MEXICO CITY TODAY

4 Today, the largest metropoltan area in the Western Hemisphere,
Mexico City is the poltical, economic and social hub of Mexico.
Mexico Clty has a $17,696 as nominal gross domestic product
per capita, the highest of any city in Latin America. However, the
distribution of wealth is exiremely uneven, and a full 15 percent
of the city's residents live in poverty

HIGHLIGHTS
La Plaza de la Constitucion- located north of El Zocalo, is one of
the largest cathedrals in the Western Hemisphere.
Templo Mayor - was the main temple in the Aztec capital of
Tenochiitian (now Mexico City). Héman Cortés destroyed most
of the pyramid during his conquest in 1521, but some pieces of
the ancient temple have been restored to their former splendor
Castle of Chapultepec- is situated in the
middle of the ciy's Chapultepec
Park The building has served
Various purposes during its history
miltary academy; imperial and
presidential residence; and
observatory and museum. The only
Castle in North America once
occupied by sovereigns, it currently
houses the Mexican National
Museum of History.
Xochimilco - also called as Mexico's Littie Venice, is known for
its extended series of canals, all that remains of the ancient
Lake Xochimilco. The 1940 fim Maria Candelaria established
the area's romantic reputation as a place where people travel in

colorful rajineras (Xochimilco boats) covered with flowers.

[T ———
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Mexico. Using the statements, fil in the missing word
or phrase to complete the thoughts of the sentence.

Mexico City is situated in the and lies at an
altitude of 7,240 feet (2,230 m) above sea level.

Ex

In 1325, the city was originally built on an island of
by the Aztecs.

Mexico's capital is both the capital cty in the
Americas and one of founded by Native

e —

The city experiences and mild winters with
an annual average temperature of 64°F (18°C)

The municipality of Mexico City was established in 1524
known as

'MEXICO CITY WORKSHEETS ®
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Mexico’s History Timeline

1810-1821: The “Cry of Dolores” spoken by Catholic priest, Miguel
Hidalgo y Costilla, sparks revolt against Spanish control. The Mexican
War of Independence rages on until 1821.

August 24, 1821: Mexico finally gains independence from Spain in 1821.

1846-1848: Mexican-American War.

1910-1920: Mexican Revolution ends in the establishment of a
constitutional republic.

1942: Mexico declares war on Germany and Japan.

1968: Mexico hosts the Olympic Games.

1985: Massive earthquake hits Mexico City, approximately 10,000 were
killed.




image4.png
H I
Mexico’s Flag
Green, white, and red with the national coat of arms in the center of the
white stripe.
« Green Stripe: hope
+ White Stripe: unity
+ Red Stripe: blood of heroes
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Located on the continent of North
America
Official name is United Mexican
States

Capital City: Mexico City

Third largest country in Latin America

14t largest nation in the world

Borders the United States of America, Guatemala, and Belize
Surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and the Caribbean Sea
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Mexico’s Geography
Capital: Mexico City
« Most populated city in Mexico
« Located in the Valley of Mexico
« Oldest capital city in North and South America

« Largest Spanish-speaking city in the world




