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Endangered Species

Australia has many endangered species, with 86 types of animal
being critically endangered. This means they are at risk of
becoming extinct (when there are no more left in the world). It
is important that they are protected so we can make sure they
don’t disappear from the world altogether.
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TIMELINE OF ABORIGINAL HISTORY

It is difficult to work out exactly when humans first came to Australia as there is no
written record of when this occurred. What we do know s that the first occupation
of Australia occurred many thousands of years ago. Historical evidence found in
Australia suggests that the first inhabitants
arrived between 50 000 and 60 000 years
ago, but it may have been almost 100 000
years ago.

It is believed that the last Ice Age may have
formed a land bridge between the Islands of
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Australia.
This meant that sea level was 130 metres
lower than its is today so people could have
walked from South East Asia to Australia.
Now you have to get in a boat and sail
across the Timor Sea.

Huge land mass

Australia, Tasmania
& New Guinea
all joined
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Humans used this land bridge caused by the
ice age from about 80000 years ago and
were able to migrate by walking to Australia
for many thousands of years. The earth
began to warm up again and the sea levels
_/ Tasmania and rose. About 12 000 years ago Tasmania was
< Papua New Guinea cut off by rising sea levels. This meant that

ot

cut off by the Aboriginal People of Tasmania were cut
rising waters § off from the rest of Australia.

T\
5.

~ ‘About 8000 years ago the rising sea levels

cut off Australia from Papua New Guinea
and Indonesia. No longer could humans
walk to Australia.

Aboriginal people moved from northern Australia to the south over many thousands
of years. The most famous archaelogical site for Aboriginal occupation is Lake
Mungo in Western New South Wales. Evidence of human life in this region extends
back to 50 000 years ago. Archaeologists even found the skeletons of extinct animals
such as the Tasmanian Tiger at Lake Mungo.
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Some of the earliest recorded sites of Aboriginal occupation in Victoria are 30 000
years old. Stone tools and bones from animals were found in the Maribyrnong Valley.
As the Aboriginal people moved south, they crossed over Bass Strait into Tasmania.
At this time in history, Bass Strait was not covered by the sea because of the ice age.
It is thought that humans first reached Tasmania 20 000 years ago.

Aboriginal settlement in Sydney has a long history as well. It is thought that the
Eora people have inhabited the area around Sydney Harbour for more than 15 000
years. They fished extensively in this coastal environment with the oldest bone
fishing hook thought to be 1000 years old. At this time there were more than 300
different Aboriginal groups in Australia with a population of more than 500 000.

In 1770 Captain James Cook sailed along the East Coast of Australia and this lead to
the invasion of Australia in 1788 of British colonists. These British people settled in
Sydney Harbour just over 200 years ago. This very small period of European history
in Australia is just 1 centimetre from the end of your timeline.
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The Eora People of Sydney and their food

The area around Sydney Harbour is rich with food. The Eora people lived well on
fish and shellfish. There was also a wide variety of available animals, like yurungi
(wild duck), mirral (crested pigeon), bunmarra (lizard) and bulada (snake).

Men and boys fished with a variety of spears from the shores or from canoes,
depending on the prey and the weather. Women fished with a line and hook and
Jagged for fish using oysters and shellfish for burly. The lines were made from the
bark of kurrajongs tree, with a stone sinker and a shell hook. Both men and women
used nuwi - light bark canoes. They fished during the day and at night, and would
carry on board a small fire, which would repel insects, provide light and warmth,
and could be used for cooking.

Can you think of any other types of food the Aborigines may have eaten?
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Long, long in the Dreamtime, the earth lay flat and still. Nothing

]
= moved and nothing grew.
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her slumber and came

One day, a beautiful snake awoke from
out from under the ground. This snake was known as the
Rainbow Serpent.
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= She travelled for a very long time, far and wide. As she made her
@ vy across the land, her body formed mountains, valleys and

riverbeds. The Rainbow Serpent was the Dreamtime creature who
- shaped the earth.
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After all of her travelling, she grew tired. She curled up and

=
= began to sleep.
y
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= After some rest, she returned to the place where she had first
g cppeared and called out to the frogs, “Come out!” The frogs woke
g% 1P vers slowly because they had 5o much water in their belles
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g to il the tracks that the Rainbow Serpent had left. This is how
‘ the lakes and rivers were formed.
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= After this, water, grass and trees began to grow. All the other
— animals that lived in rocks, on the plains, in the trees and the air
’ began to wake up and follow the Rainbow Serpent. They were all
a happy with the earth.
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The Rainbow Serpent said, “Those who obey will be rewarded; I
shall give them human form. But, for those who don't, they will
be punished and turned to stone.”
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= The tribes of people lived together on the land given to them by
— the Rainbow Serpent. They knew that the land would always be
’ theirs, as long as they took care of it. They believed that no one
- should ever take it away from them.
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Map skills
Direction

In this
activity, we
will learn
how to use
the points of
the compass
to show
direction on
a map.
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Australia is a large country with lots of interesting natural
wildlife. Read on to find out some fascinating facts about some
of its more well-known animals.

Where Is Australia?

Types of Australian Animals
Many animals in Australia
can't be found anywhere else
in the world. There are more
than 800 species (types) of
birds, 4000 species of fish and
50 species of ocean mammals
in Australia.

Australia
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Koalas

Although many people call them ‘koala bears’,
koalas aren’t actually bears. They are a type
of animal called a marsupial (the same kind
of animal as a kangaroo).

Koalas even have a pouch, like a kangaroo!

Dingoes
Dingoes are related to wolves.

Some people in Australia think
dingoes are pests because they
attack farm animals. In 1855, a
fence was built to keep dingoes out
of the south-east of the country.
At over 3000 miles long, it is the
longest fence in the world!
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Wombats
Wombats are also a type of marsupial,
like koalas.

They have a pouch but it is backwards-
facing. This is because wombats spend
a lot of their time digging and it stops
them flicking dirt on their babies!
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Kangraoos
Kangaroos are the largest marsupial.

They can be very dangerous because of
their powerful back legs and their claws.

Baby kangaroos are called joeys. Joeys
will often jump head-first into their
mother’s pouch when they are scared!
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Crocodiles
Both freshwater and saltwater crocodiles
can be found in Australia.

Saltwater crocodiles are the biggest
crocodiles in the world. Males can grow
as big as five metres long!

They have the strongest bite of any animal
in the world.
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